October 2, 1994 


To: Jim Lesar 

From: Jim Hougan 
Dear Jim: 

I read Harold Weisberg's article about the way in which the 
Warren Commission's staff concealed the incredulity of Senators 
Russell and Cooper concerning the Magic Bullet Theory. It's an 
important article because, as he says, it would appear to prove 
that at least two members of the Warren Commission were 
persuaded that the Kennedy assassination proceeded from a 
conspiracy. 

Unfortunately, neither Senator seems ever to have said that in 
a public, way, - and their -diffidence on such an important matter 
is genuinely : perplexing . Having said that, I think that 
Weisberg's argument is a convincing one, and that J. Lee Rankin 
has a great deal for which one hopes that he will someday have 
to answer. 

As for publication of the article, I don't think that Weisberg 

will be able to place it certainly it won't find a home in a 

general interest, national magazine (such as Harper ' s ) . It is, 
after all, a long, analytical article on an unpopular subject, 
and there's nothing in it that will make news. (This is a 
practical observation; in my view, Weisberg's findings are 
unquestionably newsworthy) . 

What I'd recommend, therefore, is that Weisberg arrange for the 
article to be published in a respectable "alternative" 

publication (such as the Chicago Reader my first choice 

because it specializes in long pieces on outre subjects). I'm 
sure that Weisberg would rather have the article appear in the 
Atlantic or the New Republic , but I don't see that happening. 

In addition, I think that Weisberg should turn this same 
material into" an Op-Ed piece, and lobby to have it published in 
the New York Times ( L.A. Times , Baltimore Sun , etc.) in late 



November. In this way, by taking two routes to a similar end, 
he can have his cake and eat it, too. 

All that aside, what this points up is the need for a serious, 

parapolitical studies journal a 'zine whose interests would 

include (but would not be confined to) the JFK assassination. 

To my mind, this is one of the most important things that the 
AARC could accomplish. 



